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IN HONOR OF MOTHER’S DAY 

It’s been said that behind every great man is a great woman - a wife or a mother.  We can apply some of 

Paul’s last words to the Philippians: “Think about things that are pure, and lovely and admirable--and 

worthy of praise”--our mothers (4:8).  In addition to our own mothers, let’s look back and think about a 

few mothers past.  

Women of Character: Biblical and Historical 

What an extraordinary woman was the mother of Jesus: what amazing strength and faith to raise our 

savior and his brothers.  And the godly Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist--what an influence she 

must have been.  The brothers Peter and Andrew, and the brothers James and John also must have had 

special mothers.  Eunice and Lois, mother and grandmother of Timothy, were women of faith.  The bible 

gives us many great examples of godly mothers. 

History also gives us many examples of mothers of courage, faith, strength, wisdom and bravery.  In the 

introduction to the book “Founding Mothers,” by Cokie Roberts, she writes, “It’s safe to say that most of 

the men who wrote the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, fought the Revolution, and 

formed the government couldn’t have done it without the women as they handled most everything else 

during the absence of the men.” 

Eliza Pinckney, the mother of two of our original founders, was left in charge of three plantations in 

South Carolina at the age of sixteen.  After motherhood she resolved to honor God and obey His 

commandments and promised, “Not to regard the frowns of the world, but to keep a steady upright 

conduct before my God, and before man, doing my duty.”  When she died, George Washington insisted 

on acting as a pallbearer at her funeral. 

Deborah Read Franklin, Ben’s wife, was another good example.  While Ben was traveling in Europe, 

several years at a time, she kept the books, managed the postal system (he was postmaster) and their 

real estate ventures, expanded their print shop franchises, and with a gun protected their home against 

a mob.  She did so well that Ben retired at age forty-two to scientific experiments and public affairs.  Ben 

reflected, “I always discovered that she knew what I did not know; and if something had escaped me, I 

could be certain that this was precisely what she had grasped.” 

Mercy Otis Warren’s plays, poems, personal letters and pamphlets fostered the cause, even with her 

heart to “raise proper children.”  When George Washington called for ammunition due to short supply, a 

woman known as Mrs. Draper not only gave her very large stock of pewter to the cause, she helped to 

cast the bullets.  Mary Katherine Goddard whom the signers of the Declaration turned to for the 

perilous job of printing the document, printed her own name at the bottom, associating herself with the 

cause, and put her life in danger.  Martha Washington nursed wounded soldiers, sewed their clothes, 

encouraged the troops in especially hard times, such as at Valley Forge, and later said that she heard the 

opening and closing guns of every military campaign of the Revolution. 

Of such great support were the women that it would cause the British general Lord Cornwallis to lament 

that even if he destroyed all the men in America, he’d still have the women to contend with.  

 

CONTRAST: WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE AND THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF WOMEN 

Although they suffered equally for the cause of freedom and the establishment of the United States of 

America, women were not given equal voice in government for more than a century. 

Women were even jailed for picketing the White House, carrying signs asking for the vote.  On the 

evening of November 15, 1917, later known as the Night of Terror, the warden at the Occoquan 

Workhouse in Virginia reportedly told his guards to teach a lesson to the women imprisoned there for 
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offending President Woodrow Wilson as they picketed the White House.  It is said that Lucy Burns’ 

hands were chained to cell bars above her head and she was left hanging for the night; Dora Lewis was 

knocked unconscious when she was thrown against an iron bed in her cell; and her cell-mate suffered a 

heart attack.  Beaten by club-wielding guards, the thirty-three women convicted of “obstructing 

sidewalk traffic” were imprisoned for weeks until word of their treatment reached the press.  It was not 

until 1920 that women were granted the right to go to the polls and vote.  Their voices could officially be 

heard. 

Women’s voices have always been heard by Jesus 

Hebrew Scriptures tell the stories of Ruth’s and Naomi’s devotion (Ruth 1:1-4:22), Deborah’s 

appointment by God to lead Israel in battle and peacetime (Judges 4:4-17); God’s placement of Esther as 

Queen of the Persian Empire to save the nation of Israel (Esther 1:1- 10:3); and countless other women 

valued by God.  He led Gospel writer Matthew to break with tradition as he listed the genealogy of Jesus 

by including the names of women as well as the men of his royal lineage (Matthew 1:1-17).  

During his time on Earth Jesus demonstrated the equal value God places on women. Women were part 

of His ministry (Luke 8:1-3).  He healed women as well as men (Luke 8:45-48; Luke 13:10-17) and broke 

cultural tradition to speak with women, such as the Samarian woman at the well whom he forgave and 

later used to bring others to salvation (John 4:5-7).  He defended an adulterous woman by reminding 

her accusers, “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone” (John 8:1-11); and scriptures tell us that 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Mary Magdalene and other women from Galilee were given the courage 

to remain with Him until He was laid in the grave (Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55).  Also, He used women such 

as Phoebe and Priscilla in the early church to spread the Gospel throughout the world (Rom. 16:1-16). 

Women in ancient history, recent history, and today’s news are all part of God’s plan; and the words 

spoken to Queen Esther many years ago, “Who knows but that you have come to royal position for such 

a time as this?” (Esther 4:14) still pertain to us today.  On this Mother’s Day as we celebrate our 

mothers, and the other women who have gone before us, we thank God for the value that He has 

placed on the lives of each one. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY HISTORY 

Only recently dubbed “Mother's Day,” the highly traditional practice of honoring of motherhood is rooted in 
antiquity, and past rites typically had strong symbolic and spiritual overtones; societies tended to celebrate 
goddesses and symbols rather than actual mothers. In fact, the personal, human touch to Mother’s Day is a 
relatively new phenomenon. The maternal objects of adoration ranged from mythological female deities to the 
Christian Church itself. Only in the past few centuries did celebrations of Motherhood develop a decidedly human 
focus.  

The modern day Mother’s Day as we know it in was an effort that evolved over many years.  Its originator, the 
lyricist of the Battle Hymn of the Republic Julia Ward Howe, was so deeply affected by the human cost of the Civil 
War, that she personally campaigned & secured the celebration honoring peace & motherhood in eighteen cities 
throughout the U.S.  However, these were short-lived.  

Thirty-five years later, Anna M. Jarvis petitioned her church to dedicate May 10, 1908, as a day of remembrance to 
her mother, Anna Reeve Jarvis who was a member of a West Virginia women’s group that celebrated a version of 
Howe’s holiday called Mother’s Friendship Day.  The day was intended to bring together families and communities 
that had opposed one another during the Civil War. 

Anna M. Jarvis petitioned full-time to have Mother’s Day recognized as an official holiday and in 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson officially declared the second Sunday in May as the official day of observance. 

 

RESOURCES FOR ENRICHMENT 

“Founding Mothers,” by Cokie Roberts.  !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ, ”...an intimate and 

illuminating look at the fervently patriotic and passionate women whose tireless pursuits on behalf of 

their families—and their country—proved just as crucial to the forging of a new nation as the rebellion 

that established it.” 

 “The Women of the American Revolution, Vol. 2,” Elizabeth F. Ellet.  The years of the American 

Revolution were times of changing loyalties, fierce battles and internecine rivalries, and the women's 

perspective provided a fresh view for interpretation of the times. In her 1849 volume, Ellet took this task 

to heart as she recounted in detail the stories of over 120 women who assisted in the fight for freedom.  


